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EDITORIAL

THE ATTACKS ON THE USA this last September 11t" and the subsequent bombardment of
Afghanistan by the Americans have been all too present in our minds, as they stand for a
new outbreak of inhumanity among us. Our having witnessed it through the television, in
many cases live, has impressed it all the more in our psyches, making us painfully aware of
the extent of violence and insecurity in the world and their dull familiarity in our daily lives.
As a result, this event has become an unavoidable referent in this issue of The Link.

Division and conflict have ever been one of the fundamental ingredients of the human
condition as we know it and the starting point of an inquiry concerning the structure and
values of society and the nature of consciousness. Every generation that has known violence
dreams of peace for the next generation but the causes of conflict seem to be too deeply
ingrained to end this insanity. Fortunately we are also doing many helpful things, but such
manifestations of cruelty are an ever-present challenge to each and everyone, hopefully
awakening us to our full responsibility in all our dealings and relationships.

We keep pointing out that the crisis we are facing is essentially inward and that, as such,
we are all in the same boat. But part of the problem is that we do not realize our intrinsic
participation in a common consciousness. By labeling and identifying with different aspects
of our being, we have sectioned reality into competing fragments. While this is done in
the name of security, the result is quite the contrary, which reduces humanity to a state of
thoroughgoing contradiction. We keep saying that all this is the result of thought that has
been caught in a self-centered movement and that what fails us is precisely the sense of
self-awareness or proprioception of thought so that we do not see what is a projection and
what is an actual fact, an essential confusion that involves the highest danger. But, like
some ancient voices crying in the wilderness, we can keep saying these things without it
making the slightest difference.

As educators we face a tremendous challenge, as such events are indicative of the over-
all failure of education to bring about co-operation and peace in the world. As members of
the Foundations we are led to take stock of what has been done and where we are heading.
The teachings are a legacy for humanity holding out the possibility of self-transformation
away from the wave of destruction. As such they are a precious jewel of wisdom. But who
says this is not a case of seeds scattered on barren lands? In our mindlessness the earth is
being turned into a desert. So are we ready and able to keep the sands out of our own
doorstep, out of our own eyes?

A few days ago | came across a statement in a K book to the effect that the basic con-
cerns of human existence are sorrow, love and the longing for the eternal. This seems right
and it is to these things that we must apply ourselves if we are to understand what we are
and to bring about a good relationship and a peaceful world.

Javier Gomez Rodriguez
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Dear Friends,

We are questioning The Link.

As the only international newsletter for people who are interested in the so-
called teachings of Krishnamurti, The Link may help its widely dispersed readers
to feel connected with each other. This is fine. But is it too wordy? Who is able
to read it all?

Is The Link of interest to anyone who is not already taken with the teachings?
And if not, is it worth the effort, time and money put into it? | have distributed
hundreds of K books over the years, without any ‘result’. And if K cannot interest
someone in the teachings, | doubt that The Link can! Further, | have never heard
of anyone becoming interested in the teachings who wasn’t already seriously
looking for something. It seems one has to discover the teachings oneself and
feel “that’s it!” — and that it has to happen at just the right time.

With these questions in mind, we are continuing to experiment with The Link.
We are considering producing only one issue next year, for distribution in late
autumn 2002.

The Link team has several areas of involvement, the most pressing and time
consuming at the moment being Brockwood Park School (Bramdean, Hampshire
S024 olLQ, England; www.brockwood.org.uk). The school is struggling for its
very survival, needing more students and a stronger financial footing. This is
nothing new in its thirty years of existence. The school has always charged low
fees and given significant scholarships so that many different students could
attend, and its beautiful but old buildings have always needed constant repair.
It survived all these years thanks to legacies and donations made by people
interested in the teachings. The farther it gets from the ‘old days’, however, of
people having known K personally, the less the financial help received. So it is
time to see if the school can adapt enough to survive.

Brockwood Park is an extraordinary place and school. A young Adult Study
Centre guest recently confirmed what | have always felt, and what | have heard
many times from visitors: that he would have liked to have been a student in
such a school.
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In trying to help the school, we are supporting the search for someone to
work as a Student Recruitment Officer there. Please see the advertisement for
the position on page 49.

These are some of the things that occupy The Link team, all but one of whom
has worked at Brockwood Park. But each one also has his or her individual
activities: within The Link itself, in helping Brockwood Park, and in working with
the Foundations, International Committees, and other groups. There is also
participation in dialogues, educational conferences, and national and interna-
tional gatherings, speaking at universities, helping with translations, maintain-
ing www.kinfonet.org, and writing articles and even a book on K in Spanish.

One of the most recent jobs for Jiirgen Brandt and myself was to proofread
and check the German translation of On Education. | had forgotten how wonder-
ful the book is. In the chapter On Fear in which K talks to students, he says,
“That is why a good education, a true education eliminates fear.” A longer
extract from this book — from the second chapter titled On Fear, in which K talks
to teachers — can be found on pages 38-39 of this Link.

Our main interest, of course, is the exploration of consciousness and our
lives, together and on our own, and it is this that holds us together. The entire
team meets five times a year: twice to produce The Link, once for the Saanen
Gathering, and twice for a kind of retreat ... which always ends up being a ‘work-
ing retreat’ because there are so many things to do and discuss.

During one recent retreat, we listened to a discussion between K and David
Bohm and later read it as well, as it is the last chapter, titled On Intelligence, in
the book The Awakening of Intelligence. It refers to questions about the func-
tioning of the brain, which were also raised in the previous issue of The Link.

In the following extract, K and David Bohm discuss “talking to the uncon-
scious” because the conscious mind will resist. (K also describes how he imme-
diately jumped when he heard a rattlesnake, and that the conscious brain would
have taken several seconds if it had had to operate. | noticed something similar
recently — how perception or simple physical reaction is faster than thinking —
when walking in the mountains: my feet find their way even without my con-
sciously looking at the path!)

Friedrich Grohe, October 2001
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K: Listening with the unconscious

KRISHNAMURTI: Can you talk to my unconscious, knowing my conscious brain
is going to resist you? Because you are telling me something which is revolu-
tionary, you are telling me something which shatters my whole house which |
have built so carefully, and | won’t listen to you — you follow? In my instinctive
reactions | push you away. So you realise that and say, “Look, all right, old
friend, just don’t bother to listen to me. | am going to talk to your unconscious.
| am going to talk to your unconscious and make that unconscious see that
whatever movement it does is still within the field of time and so on.” So your
conscious mind is never in operation. When it operates it must inevitably either
resist, or say, “l will accept”; therefore it creates a conflict in itself. So can you
talk to my unconscious?

BOHM: You can always ask how.

KRISHNAMURTI: No, no. You can say to a friend, “Don’t resist, don’t think
about it, but I am going to talk to you. We two are communicating with each
other without the conscious mind listening.”

BOHM: Yes.

KRISHNAMURTI: | think this is what really takes place. When you were talking
to me — | was noticing it — | was not listening to your words so much. | was lis-
tening to you. | was open to you, not to your words, as you explained and so
on. | said to myself, all right, leave all that, | am listening to you, not to the
words which you use, but to the meaning, to the inward quality of your feeling
that you want to communicate to me.

BOHM: | understand.

KRISHNAMURTI: That changes me, not all this verbalisation. So can you talk to
me about my idiocies, my illusions, my peculiar tendencies, without the con-
scious mind interfering and saying, “Please don’t touch all this, leave me
alone!” They have tried subliminal propaganda in advertising, so that whilst
you don’t really pay attention, your unconscious does, so you buy a particular
soap! We are not doing that, it would be deadly. What | am saying is: don’t lis-
ten to me with your conscious ears but listen to me with ears that hear much
deeper. That is how | listened to you this morning, because | am terribly inter-
ested in “the source”, as you are. You follow, sir? | am really interested in that
one thing. All this is the explicable, easily understood — but to come to that
thing together, feel it together! You follow? | think that is the way to break a
conditioning, a habit, an image which has been cultivated. You talk about it at a
level where the conscious mind is not totally interested. It sounds silly, but you
understand what | mean?
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Mountain stream, near Oldenhorn, Switzerland

Say for instance | have a conditioning; you can point it out a dozen times,
argue, show the fallacy of it, the stupidity — but | still go on. | resist, | say what
it should be, what shall | do in this world otherwise, and all the rest of it. But
you see the truth, that as long as the mind is conditioned there must be con-
flict. So you penetrate or push aside my resistance and get to that, get the
unconscious to listen to you, because the unconscious is much more subtle,
much quicker. It may be frightened, but it sees the danger of fear much quicker
than the conscious mind does. As when | was walking in California high in the
mountains: | was looking at birds and trees and watching, and | heard a rattler
and | jumped. It was the unconscious that made the body jump; | saw the rat-
tler when | jumped, it was two or three feet away, it could have struck me very
easily. If the conscious brain had been operating it would have taken several
seconds.

BOHM: To reach the unconscious you have to have an action which doesn’t
directly appeal to the conscious.

KRISHNAMURTI: Yes. That is affection, that is love. When you talk to my waking
consciousness, it is hard, clever, subtle, brittle. And you penetrate that, pene-
trate it with your look, with your affection, with all the feeling you have. That
operates, not anything else.

from The Awakening of Intelligence, pp. 505-507
© 1973 Krishnamurti Foundation Trust Ltd.
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Most of the letters received recently from our readers were in response to

the 11th September terrorist attacks in the USA. Although only one of the many
current disasters (just think of the wars in Angola, Congo, Sudan, Rwanda,

Sri Lanka, Israel and Palestine, and last but not least in Afghanistan) this
incident was “new” in the means it employed, showing that no one can iso-
late himself from the state of the world. One hopes, and the letters follow-

ing express this in different ways, that this incident will provoke some real
rethinking of our relationship to the world. Highly interesting in this context
was a full-page advertisement in the International Herald Tribune, which fol-
lows the letters.

A collective crisis

SO IT SEEMS THAT LIFE here has changed forever. One day out of nowhere two planes
crash into the World Trade Center and life as we have known it comes to an end. The sanc-
tity of our borders has been violated. The security we have always known is no longer.

The day after the event the streets of New York were empty. No one went to work. Every-
one was in shock. Even if you did not realize it, you were in a state of shock. Of course,
those who were directly affected had reason to be in shock. But even those who were re-
moved from the scene were in shock.

The television news to this day speaks of little else. The churches are full for the funeral
services of those who passed as well as for the regular religious services that people
attend. People have rediscovered the need for God.

Note for our Readers

While space to include articles and letters in The Link is naturally limited, the
editors nonetheless appreciate hearing from as many readers as possible. Having
said this, it has become a bit too much for us to engage in correspondence with
everyone. We would therefore ask all correspondents to advise us, when writing,
whether or not you would permit your letter, or extracts from it, to be published in

a future issue of The Link; we would include your name, together possibly with your
city and country, unless you specifically instruct us otherwise.
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Death has touched the entire nation but particularly those who live and work in New
York. The people on the street are introspective. The office buildings have increased secu-
rity. The subways are more crowded. The traffic is heavier. There are new rules and new
police powers under discussion. The same man who stands in the middle of Park Avenue as
he has every day for years now shouts about God’s displeasure with a new fervor in his
speech. | look at him now as | pass each day and | know he also feels different.

It is the psychological toll that is the most noticeable and universal. One’s sense of
security is no more. One knows now that security is a fiction, that we all are vulnerable and
always have been. We just chose as a society to ignore this vulnerability.

| go to work and | notice the difference in the way people behave. The jobs have lost
their hold on people. People know that there are more important things in life. Many have
lost someone or know someone who has been lost. The corporations have loosened their
rules to accommodate people’s need to deal with their grief. This is a collective experience
that is explicit.

In the past, we may have had a common point of view or been affected by the city in
a common way but it was never explicit. Here it is the same event that is on everyone’s
minds; the fact of it. There is a common bond that results. People are friendly and they
seem to care. In an elevator, a conversation starts with a stranger. It ends with “Be well.”
On a subway platform four people tend to a woman who feels faint after getting off a
packed train. The police smile when you say hello.

There is a sense that something has shifted, something essential, something universal.
Perhaps it is this sense of collective insecurity. No one has to feel insecure and feel alone.
Everyone feels this insecurity and no one is alone in this feeling.

This sense of insecurity and vulnerability may be the natural state for people. It has
been covered up and it produces a shock to suddenly become aware of it. Somehow the
insecurity may open a door.

The Chinese word for crisis is made up of two words: danger and opportunity. So it
seems in this crisis there is danger and opportunity. The danger is that we become fearful
and act out of that fear. The opportunity is to live with our insecurity and to reprioritize our
lives. We have an opportunity to get in touch with the things that really matter in life. We
have an opportunity to begin to live in a different way. We have an opportunity to seize the
day for it may be our last. We have an opportunity to value our relationships with our fam-
ily and friends and even with strangers. We have an opportunity to discover who we really
are beneath the comfortable facade.

It is this shock of war and death that has produced all of this. It is an awaking of some
kind. The question is: will we see the danger of fear and seize the opportunity to awaken to
the things that matter and always have?

R.J.R., New York, USA
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Avigil in Ojai

ON FRIDAY [SEPTEMBER 14™] THERE was a vigil of 2,000-3,000 people in Ojai for the
families of the victims of the terrorist attacks. Unlike the war-hungry sentiment carried
by the right wing media, the comments made by those who spoke at an open microphone
were calling for calm, compassion, and the protection of the rights and safety of ALL
innocent people.

We must all strengthen our resolve and use our voices to lead the search for an intelli-
gent response to all this suffering. The only viable response to this tragedy is to channel our
collective horror and sympathy into a different way of living — which should offend no one.

We must face the fact of the insecurity and poverty in the world, the depletion and
pollution as a result of our greed, the horror of religion, the dependence on oil and chemi-
cals and the exploitation of others. If we choose to create a global society which is just
and sustainable, we must learn to live without doing harm, to lead change and to have the
courage to go against the stream, as Krishnamurti always said.

Dorothy Wallstein, Ojai, California, USA

Will it change our way of thinking?

WHY AM | WRITING THIS? What is the immediate provocation? The immediate event is the
terrorist attack on the USA. They say such dramatic events have the potential of changing
perceptions drastically, radically. Every event in our life comes with some potential of creat-
ing a change. While for a man like the Buddha a simple event can trigger a deep enquiry, for
someone else a devastation may not alter his mindset significantly. | am here reminded of
Albert Einstein’s famous statement: “The atomic bomb has changed everything except our
way of thinking”. We all have a galvanometer in our mind — what deflection a current will
cause is a measure of our sensitivity. So my question is: will the recent terrorist attack on
the USA set off a different process in our minds or will our minds engulf this event like many
others in its repertoire and safely stack it away in some named or unnamed folder? Or, what
is more likely, put it into the recycle bin so that our desktop is clean and uncluttered? Sure
enough life has to go on. Our minds have to grapple with the immediacy of the moment. We
are going to be hungry, we are going to be sleepy and there are many things to attend to, so
this event too cannot stay on the desktop for long, never mind its dramatic value. BUT this
very process of our minds could conceal in its mechanism the potential to create a thousand
more terrorists.

To anybody who saw the planes ramming into the WTC on 11th September 2001 the initial
shock must, at some time or other, give way to a question which has surfaced time and
again when people are involved in suicidal attacks. To most people it is very difficult to
understand why some people kill other human beings. Even more difficult to understand is
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why they kill themselves in the process. | am strongly reminded of some passages from a book
called Call Girls by Arthur Koestler that | feel are extremely relevant.

“It seems to me that the disasters of our history are mainly due to our irresistible urge to
become identified with a group, nation, church or what have you, and to espouse its beliefs
uncritically and enthusiastically.”

Surely beliefs by themselves couldn’t be so disastrous. We know that they do divide. But we
hope eternally that some day will dawn when all human beings will have the same benevolent
beliefs such as “Love thy neighbour”. Aren’t such beliefs good? History seems to say otherwise.
Science, for example, tells us to be always critical and doubting. And yet one wonders at the
tremendous susceptibility of human beings to adhere to some belief or other. Our gods keep
changing but believe, we must. We seem to have a genetic preference for beliefs. And Koestler
has this to say about it.

“The human infant had to endure a longer period of helplessness and dependence than the
young of any other species. One might speculate that this early experience of total dependence
was at least partly responsible for the tendency of our species to submit to authority whether it
was wielded by individuals or groups and its suggestibility by doctrines and symbols. Brain-
washing starts in the cradle.”

“The helpless baby is put in the same position. It is turned into a willing recipient of beliefs.
The actual belief system, which is then shoved down its throat, is a matter of chance. The haz-
ards of birth alone determine the newborn’s ethnic and religious loyalties; independently of the
roulette number on which the ball settles, he must live and die for that number.”

Abhijit Padte, Mumbay, India

The necessity of asking the right questions

SEPTEMBER 117#'s NEw YORK EVENTS affected us all quite strongly here. So much hatred.
However, such powerful “lessons” may help in engaging some people to ask themselves ques-
tions. So | see a certain potential there, but if we don’t ask ourselves the right questions that
challenge our limited perception of the situation, things will continue as before. So let us chal-
lenge the usual reactions of being violent to such horrible deeds. | am not very happy with the
military actions that the US government has taken. The core problem of why do human beings
divide themselves has not been seriously considered. The deep underlying psychological causes
of division are crucial to face so that a real change might take place. What K has to say about this
is of the highest importance, now more than ever. | do my very best every day to bring it in all my
relationships, and it is fascinating.
Lionel Claris, Amherst, Massachusetts, USA
(Lionel is a former Brockwood Park School student
who is currently studying close to New York City)
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Full-page advertisement in the

International Herald Tribune:

Copernican revolution in thinking needed to end the vicious

cycle of terrorism and war

THE INDISCRIMINATE TERRORIST attack
on September 11 that took so many
innocent lives must categorically be
condemned.

| express my heartfelt condolences to
the Americans, my fellow countrymen and
those from other countries who were vic-
tims of this horrible crime.

There is a rising cry ringing from
America and throughout the world to
stamp out such unforgivable acts of inhu-
manity. The United States of America is
preparing to use its military power to
attack the terrorists and their bases as
well as countries that aid or harbor them.
The government of Japan has expressed
its full backing and cooperation to provide
logistic support

There is no question that terrorism
must be eradicated.

But can it be truly eradicated by such
means? Even if we are able to remove the
masterminds of the terror and destroy
their bases of operation that would not
mean that we have eradicated the future
possibility of similar crimes.

This is because while the roots of ter-
rorism can be traced to the interaction of

historical, religious, cultural, political, eco-

nomic, social and other factors, it is con-
ceived each time anew in the minds of its
perpetrators.

Motives determine the goals and their
consequences. Without addressing the
inner motives that move men to commit
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these acts it will never be possible to build
a terror-free society.

The use of arms in the name of retalia-
tion will not only increase the toll of inno-
cent victims beyond the number already
felled.

Rather, it will create a situation far
more tragic even than which we have
today, creating an endless cycle of mas-
sacre upon massacre.

In fact, this has been the long story of
the folly that mankind has wrought upon
itself. Each of us is called upon today to
play our part in putting an end to this
deep-rooted evil because no one should
ever violate the dignity of human life.

It is all too human to want to retaliate
against those who have taken the lives of
our family and friends whom we love.

That is why | believe each of us must
stop and draw on our wisdom to think hard
how we should act now.

In the search for radical solutions to
the present predicament | propose two
essential preconditions.

The first, to stop further bloodshed,
is the life-giving principle of motherhood.
The dignity of life is a value that all
human beings are inherently endowed with
and supersedes the man-made relation
of friend against foe. As givers of life we
women will lay down our own lives to
protect those to whom we have given
birth.



Motherhood knows no foe or friend. It
mourns the violation of the dignity of life
wherever it occurs.

The other proposal is inspired by the
ancient spirit of Japan.

In other words, | propose a paradigm
shift from the dichotomous principles of
contemporary society to the uniting princi-
ples of the East.

The theory of discrimination by its
nature does not free us from a frame of

mind that promotes confrontation and con-

flict. The Eastern principle of seeking unity
in human relationships gives us the only
chance of uniting the two parties through
integration.

This proposal is based on the following
philosophical principles.

The law of cause and effect without
exception rules all events that take place
in the phenomenal world. There is no
effect without a cause and each effect
becomes a new cause.

Without a keen and deep search for the
causes that led to the dreadful tragedy we
have witnessed, an impetuous retaliatory
attack can only become the cause of fur-
ther acts of terror. This will result in an
endless cycle of destruction.

It will be difficult to discover the
motives for the acts of which the Islamic
extremists are accused without observ-
ing their profound causes over a long
period.

From prehistoric times to the present
humankind has repeatedly plundered and
killed and been plundered and killed in
turn. We may say that our history is a pro-
gression of consequences born of our
greed, anger, hatred and jealousy that are
offshoots of our biological nature of
aggression and egoism.

It is in recognition of this that the pre-
amble to the UNESCO Constitution states
that “wars begin in the minds of men.”

The accumulated acts of plunder and
murder are passed on genetically so that
each of us inherits and retains it in our
subconscious. This is to say that under
certain conditions any one of us is capable
of exhibiting the hidden urge to kill and
plunder. It is time for us to put an end to
this cycle of violence.

As long as each side in any matter of
contention holds the other responsible for
the original cause, they will not be able to
arrest the chain of effects.

It is up to each of us to overcome the
curse of our history of war and murder by
seeking out and eradicating its cause
within us.

If you find your friends engaged in a
brawl will you stop them by joining in the
fight? Would it not be wiser and more
courageous to try to stop them fighting?

Only when human beings are awakened
and liberated from ignorance, greed and
arrogance and experience a true restora-
tion of the humanity within us will we be
able to create a new civilization free from
terror and war. This is the task of creating
our future together to which each of us is
called.

| believe that only when all peoples are
united under this universal value will we at
last be enabled to eradicate the terror that
threatens us and pay true tribute to the
innocent victims of the terrible crime we
have seen.

from the International Herald Tribune

of 11th October 2001

by Yoshiko Nomura, Director General,
Nomura Center for Lifelong Integrated
Education (http:/fwww3.ocn.ne.jp/~nclie))
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K: It is our earth, not yours or mine

WHY IS THERE, ONE MUST ASK, this division — the Russian, the American, the
British, the French, the German and so on — why is there this division between man
and man, between race and race, culture and culture, one series of ideologies against
another? Why? Why is there this separation? Man has divided the earth as yours and
mine —why? Is it that we try to find security, self-protection, in a particular group,
orin a particular belief, faith? For religions also have divided man, put man against
man - the Hindus, the Muslims, the Christians, the Jews and so on. Nationalism, with
its unfortunate patriotism, is really a glorified form, an ennobled form, of tribalism.
In a small tribe or in a very large tribe there is a sense of being together, having the
same language, the same superstitions, the same kind of political, religious system.
And one feels safe, protected, happy, comforted. And for that safety, comfort, we are
willing to kill others who have the same kind of desire to be safe, to feel protected,
to belong to something. This terrible desire to identify oneself with a group, with a
flag, with a religious ritual and so on, gives us the feeling that we have roots, that
we are not homeless wanderers. There is the desire, the urge, to find one’s roots.

And also we have divided the world into economic spheres, with all their prob-
lems. Perhaps one of the major causes of war is heavy industry. When industry and
economics go hand in hand with politics they must inevitably sustain a separative
activity to maintain their economic stature. All countries are doing this, the great and
the small. The small are being armed by the big nations — some quietly, surrepti-
tiously, others openly. Is the cause of all this misery, suffering, and the enormous
waste of money on armaments, the visible sustenance of pride, of wanting to be
superior to others?

It is our earth, not yours or mine or his. We are meant to live on it, helping each
other, not destroying each other. This is not some romantic nonsense but the actual
fact. But man has divided the earth, hoping thereby that in the particular he is going
to find happiness, security, a sense of abiding comfort. Until a radical change takes
place and we wipe out all nationalities, all ideologies, all religious divisions, and
establish a global relationship — psychologically first, inwardly before organizing the
outer — we shall go on with wars. If you harm others, if you kill others, whether in
anger or by organized murder which is called war, you, who are the rest of humanity,
not a separate human being fighting the rest of humanity, are destroying yourself.

from Krishnamurti to Himself, pp. 59-60
© 1987 Krishnamurti Foundation Trust Ltd.
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A DDEN DARKNA

The following article by Javier Gomez Rodriguez, while prompted by the
events of September 11th, is an exploration of the pervasive presence of
death and violence in our daily lives. What happens on a grand scale world-
wide is but the magnified expression of the seemingly insignificant events
in the neighbourhood. In a world driven by self-deception and bent on
destruction, it becomes urgent that each one dissolve that world in himself.

IT WAS A LOVELY DAY back in the village.

| was on a short visit and the weather,
after weeks and months of instability, had
become sunny and warm, exploding with
light and color. The first signs of Autumn
were visible upon the landscape, with the
maize ripening in the fields, the grapes
sweetening on the vines and the orchards
rich with fruit. The shortening days, the
deepening shadows and the changing
quality of the air already hinted at the
approaching journeys of migrating birds.
My brother gave me a run-down of the
local news, the main feature being the
unease that had spread over the whole
area as a result of the death of a young
man, whose lifeless body had been found
atop the hill behind our house just the
week before. The papers had hinted at
suicide but nobody in the area believed
it. In view of the shock that was soon to
overtake us, this incident seemed like an
ominous foreshadowing of the impending
and momentous events in the USA.

My brother and | had just sat down to
the typical late Spanish lunch and, as
usual, the television was turned on to lis-
ten to the news. The broadcasters seemed
quite at ease in their familiar roles and
the news was proceeding along with its
routine parade of accidents, conflicts and
misdemeanors to which they have accus-

tomed us viewers, literally as part of our
daily bread. When unexpectedly the
programming was interrupted to show
images of the billowing clouds of thick
black smoke coming out of the first Twin
Tower hit by an airliner whose outline was
still discernible in the gaping facade. It
looked like a tragic accident. But then the
second passenger plane flew straight into
the second tower, traversing the whole
building and exploding into a gigantic ball
of fire, and the notion of chance perished
along with it. This was further confirmed
by the strike at the Pentagon and the
fourth hijacked plane that crashed outside
Pittsburgh. It was a concerted terrorist
attack aimed at the centers and symbols
of US economic, political and military
power. And the whole world was glued to
their televisions witnessing the horror

of it all live. The unthinkable had been
thought and carried out with precision

by an as yet anonymous group of people
with enough skill to master the technical
means that achieved such devastation.
The Pentagon burnt and the Twin Towers
collapsed into a pile of rubble, wrapping
Manhattan in a cloud of dread and dust.
The casualties were in the thousands

and the already unstable financial

world appeared to slump a bit more.

So mad did it all seem, so shaky and
illusory.
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What had been a beautiful sunny day
was overtaken by a sudden darkness. The
sun shone in the same way as before but
now obscured by the cloud of terror and its
potential consequences. This incident
could be but the spectacular prelude of an
all-out war. All other news items were
eclipsed. They all seemed insignificant in
relation to the magnitude of what was
happening in Washington and New York, to
the point that the whole notion of reality
seemed to have suffered an irreparable
blow. Not only had a city skyline been
defaced and many lives destroyed for a
vengeful purpose, but a whole way of
thinking and living had been shaken to its
foundations by an organized band of suici-
dal terrorists. The confrontation had been
long in the making, its strategy planned
with care and its darkling irruption into the
living daylight anticipated by the most
ruthless premeditation. The images were
repeated over and over by the different
channels and they have remained firmly
imprinted in our minds as signs at once
of certainty and disbelief. For the most

Can things and ideas be more
important than human lives?
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part these images are silent and this lends
them an added poignancy, for it is in
silence that the mind conceived and
brought all this about with its antagonistic
struggles for security, identity and domi-
nance. The enemy may be found and
brought to justice, but in the end the fact
remains that psychologically we are the
enemy and the enemy is us, that we are
the same human being.

It is relatively easy to look at such
a world event from the perspective of
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factions, since it is factions that have
brought it about. One can identify with
one group or another, depending on one’s
inclination or background, not realizing
that it is this very identification that is at
the heart of the problem. It is a bit more
difficult but vastly more important to look
at it from the perspective of the human
condition as a whole. The fundamental
challenge that we have before us is the
fact of violence, whether on a large or a
small scale, and its consequent sorrow.
Violence has existed since the first mon-
key and it covers the field of human rela-
tionship with nature, things, people and
ideas. What the tribe was to the primi-
tives, nationalism is to the moderns. What
in the first instance served as an instru-
ment of physical self-preservation became
the romantic exaltation of a collective
identity and its claims to superiority. The
separation between the different groups
and the prevalent competitive atmosphere
created the tensions and provided the
occasions for both open and covert hostil-
ities. Organized religions and political
ideologies have been two major causes
of conflict and war, as have been class,
ethnic and even linguistic distinctions.
Human beings have battled each other all
down the ages for natural resources, for
land, for bread, for money, for pride, for
influence, for riches, for beliefs in God
and utopian ideals. There is almost noth-
ing that human beings value that has not
been fought over and no hearth or heart
untouched by such destructive forces.

Knowledge has not been of particular
help. Volumes have been written on the
subject. History has kept a fairly complete
record of this general brutality for the last
two thousand five hundred years. The
religious people, the philosophers, the
anthropologists, the psychologists and



Looking west near the Grove, Brockwood Park, England

others concerned have tried to find the
causes so that this general trend could be
reversed. We have looked at the animal
and found the roots of our inherited ag-
gression there. We have viewed our own
psyche as the sophisticated extension of
the biological concern with territorial, sex-
ual and hierarchical rights. We have devel-
oped ‘rational’ systems to try to bring
some order into the social context of com-
peting self-interests. We have developed
complex theories about the nature of con-
sciousness to try to bring some sanity into
the sphere of its own internally disjointed
organization. We have appealed to toler-
ance, charity and non-violence. We have
preached the gospel of love and tried to
kindle the lights of reason and intelligence
in order to bring about an enduring sense
of peace, with its freedom and responsi-

bility. In the light of these latest events,

it would seem that this vast record of
knowledge is a richly textured description
of a process that is condemned to repeat
itself. Whether we like it or not, as long

as the causes exist, such will be the neces-
sary effects. And the causes are ingrained
in the outward organization of society

and in the inward structure of conscious-
ness.

One cannot talk about religion, cul-
ture or civilization as long as violence is a
tangible presence in everyday life. One
cannot talk about the ascent of man when
the progress of science and technology is
so easily placed at the service of brutality,
when in the hands of hatred the knowl-
edge of the builder becomes the means of
wanton destruction. If there was any doubt
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in our minds that the inner invariably over-
comes the outer, that the psyche is the
controlling factor of action in the world, we
only have to look into the pernicious uses
of technology, into how the simplest tools
and the most sophisticated instruments
are turned into deadly weapons. Techno-
logy is not the problem but the mind that
wields it, the mind that is riddled with
greed, hatred and illusion, with the blind
or calculated pursuit of its own self-inter-
est, with the attachments and identifica-
tions that are the root of its aggressive
fears. It is here that the essential factors
of these calamities are to be found. One
need not think of armies and abusive
regimes, be they democratic or dictatorial,
theocratic or secular, or of the exploitative
practices of nations, multinationals and
other interest groups. The evidence is
closer to home in the way we live. When
things and ideas are more important than
human lives, then it’s clear that we are cul-
tivating the wrong values. When we invest
our being in labels and images at the

ease. The tradition of killing denies the
meaning of both religion and the demo-
cratic ideal. The essence of freedom is not
to be found in mere social organization
and the exercise of choice but in the end-
ing of psychological fragmentation and
conflict. This freedom is an integral part of
the true religious spirit, whose essence

is wholeness. That’s why the religious
man does not identify with anything and
is therefore nothing. This alone erases
the separating borders and resistances
that are at the basis of violence.

The bombing of Afghanistan has been
going on for some days now and a new
general scare is underway as anthrax is
being mailed to politicians and reporters
in the US. And one wonders whether this
must be the inevitable course of events,
whether we are stuck in an unending
chain of reaction, whether this madness
could be stopped not tomorrow but now,
whether the thinking that is behind all this
could see the error of its ways and dis-
solve in the light of understanding. So far
the outbreak of hostilities seems to have

The religious man does not
identify with anything and is
therefore nothing

done little else than entrench the oppo-
nents in their positions. It would seem
that self-assertive continuity is triumphing

expense of facts, then we are living in the
poisonous bubble of narcissistic self-
concern. Without dissolving these inward
factors of disorder there will always be
danger to human life.

No right end can be achieved by the
wrong means. Peace cannot be achieved
through violence, or the future ideal by
sacrificing the present, or security by
exploiting others. And yet this is what
politics worldwide has done consistently,
which has turned it into a universal dis-
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over ending. They want to reconstruct the
World Trade Center exactly as it was
before. They want to reduce existence to
living by the Book. Whereas we need a
new building on a different foundation and
a new dynamic reading of reality and truth
so that this beautiful earth becomes our
wholesome dwelling. This essential
responsibility is always with us and it can-
not be delegated to the leaders or to any-
one else. And now is the only time of liv-
ing, the only time of action, the only time
of change.

Javier Gdmez Rodriguez,

October 2001



) RIS J) 1\ K N A VI U I

The Challenges Then and Now

Mary Cadogan, the first Secretary of the Krishnamurti Foundation Trust
and a long-time Trustee, gave the following talk at a recent Gathering of
International Committees at Brockwood Park. In her talk she explores
the history and future of the Krishnamurti organisations.

THERE IS NO DOUBT AT all that the very greatest challenge is Krishnamurti himself —
both when he was alive and constantly pointing us towards that transforming,
demanding, absolutely direct yet strangely mysterious awareness he felt was possible
in all our work and relationships — and now, when he is dead, and, although we sense
the extreme preciousness of the teachings he gave us, we can no longer seek his
advice, tap his energy or become directly charged with his passion. Yet we want to
carry on the work.

And, of course, fifteen years after his death, the impact of the teachings on the
world now and in the future has to be looked at by us all very seriously. We have to
question whether as Foundations, Schools, Centres and Committees we are fulfilling
the charge he put on us of making the teachings in their pure form available — or
whether, despite all our efforts, as he implied in the tape you heard yesterday, the
work and the teachings are being allowed to “wither away into books and worship
and the good old guru stuff”.

What actually has happened in the fifteen years since Krishnamurti died? Can we
now make an absolutely honest, unsentimental appraisal of what has been achieved?
| think we can, and | think we must!

But, before doing so, may | look with you at some of the things Krishnamurti said
about preserving the perfume and the purity of the teachings, and some of the things
he initiated which could help to make this possible in the time after his death.

I hope you will be patient with a little history here, all of which is extremely rele-
vant to us who are part of Krishnamurti organisations and have to tread that tightrope
between the right and the unintelligent use of groups and structures in this work.
From 1929, when Krishnaji famously dissolved the Order of the Star, his feelings
about organisations that assumed any spiritual authority were shown with wonderful
and compelling clarity.

Almost at the beginning of his solemn, occasionally sublime dissolution address,
he struck a down-to-earth note, saying:
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You may remember the story of how the devil and a friend of his were walking
down the street, when they saw ahead of them a man stoop down and pick up
something from the ground, look at it, and put it away in his pocket. The friend
said to the devil, “What did that man pick up?” “He picked up a piece of Truth,”
said the devil. “That is a very bad business for you, then,” said his friend. “Oh,
not at all,” the devil replied, “I am going to let him organize it.”

He went on immediately to say: “l maintain that Truth is a pathless land, and you cannot
approach it by any path whatsoever, by any religion, by any sect ... Truth, being limitless,
unconditioned, unapproachable by any path whatsoever, cannot be organised; nor should
any organisation be formed to lead or to coerce people along any particular path.”

Just as tellingly, he said: “... no organisation can lead man to spirituality. If an organ-
isation be created for this purpose, it becomes a crutch, a weakness, a bondage, and must
cripple the individual, and prevent him from growing, from establishing his uniqueness,
which lies in the discovery for himself of that absolute, unconditioned Truth.”

And, of course, there is a great deal more about the dangers of organisation in this
address to the Star Camp, which Krishnaji ended uncompromisingly by saying: “You can
form other organisations ... With that | am not concerned, nor with creating new cages,
new decorations for those cages. My only concern is to set men absolutely, unconditionally
free.”

So much then for Krishnamurti organisations. By their very nature they can be anom-
alies and contradictions. But — what else did Krishnaji say in that same sublime address,
which is deeply relevant to our work? He said, “If there are only five people who will listen,
who will live, who have their faces turned towards eternity, it will be sufficient.” | think that
from 1929 when he dissolved the Order of the Star, Krishnamurti felt that the new, non-
authoritarian organisations with which he might become associated in the future, would

have at their core these five (perhaps more,
perhaps fewer) people who would listen,
Krishnamurti organisations can be have their faces turned towards eternity —

anomalies and contradictions and who were also prepared to put their
guts into the work and be responsible for

the teachings.

Jumping forward from 1929 to 1973, he then held at Brockwood Park the first meeting of
all the Foundations at which he discussed in a serious and sustained way what would hap-
pen after his death: whether —and how — we could all work together without authority,
leaders or gurus, and without conflict. He reiterated that the Foundations “exist only for
simple and obvious reasons. During my lifetime they arrange talks, group discussions,
seminars and gatherings. They are responsible for editing, translating and publishing the
books. They are responsible for the care of the archives. They produce films, audio and
video tapes, see to their distribution and so on.”
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He also stressed that it was the responsibility of the Foundations to see that the
Krishnamurti schools continued after his death: “The schools have importance for they may
bring about a totally different human mind.”

He urged the need for the Foundations to keep the teachings whole, undistorted, uncor-
rupted and not to propagandise or interpret. So, at one level he seemed to be saying that
the Foundations are absolutely factual channels for publishing, translating, looking after
the archives, etc., but he ended this very robust statement by saying: “In this chaotic and
disintegrating world what is of the greatest importance is how each person lives these
teachings in his daily life. It is the responsibility of each human being to bring about his
own transformation which does not depend on knowledge or time.”

As we know, four years after this Krishnamurti called together again members from all
the Foundations for meetings with him in Ojai. These were once more concerned with the
role of the Trustees, then and after Krishnaji’s eventual death. This was the series when,
again and again, we were brought back to the need for the Foundations to be “something
more” than organisations — as he put it rather contemptuously — “just publishing and sell-
ing a lot of books!”

From then until his death nine years later he worked with Foundations, Committees,
Schools — and the then embryonic Centres — to set us on fire with this responsibility, this
passion, to live the teachings (without which, quite obviously, we could not carry the work
forward with vitality and strength).

What did Krishnamurti do at the practical level to help us deal with the future when he
would be gone? In dialogue after dialogue with the Trustees, he brought the Foundations
together, guiding us away from parochialism towards truly being of one mind, with a real
sense of responsibility for our individual actions and also for the problems of Foundations,
Schools and Centres all over the world.

Also, as many of you know, every year in Saanen he had discussions of a similar
nature with representatives of the international Committees. Practical difficulties were
aired and — hopefully — resolved, but it was always with living the teachings that he
was concerned.

At Brockwood, he set up something very interesting. He created a “nucleus” group of
fourteen members of staff with whom he discussed regularly — almost relentlessly — their
responsibilities towards the school, the students, each other and the work generally. There
seems no doubt that he hoped this group would long survive his death and carry Brock-
wood forward. What has happened to the nucleus group? We’ll come to that later.

continued on pg. 24 [
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K: The state of seeing is more important
than what is seen

THE PAST IS ALL OUR accumulated memories. These memories
act in the present and create our hopes and fears of the future.
These hopes and fears are the psychological future: without them
there is no future. So the present is the action of the past, and
the mind is this movement of the past. The past acting in the pre-
sent creates what we call the future. This response of the past is
involuntary, it is not summoned or invited, it is upon us before we
know it.

To be aware of this movement without choice — because choice
again is more of this same movement of the past —is to observe
the past in action: such observation is not a movement of the past.
To observe without the image of thought is action in which the
past has ended. To observe the tree without thought is action with-
out the past. To observe the action of the past is again action with-
out the past. The state of seeing is more important than what is
seen. To be aware of the past in that choiceless observation is not
only to act differently, but to be different. In this awareness memo-
ry acts without impediment, and efficiently. To be religious is to be
so choicelessly aware that there is freedom from the known even
whilst the known acts wherever it has to.

from The Urgency of Change, pp. 56-57
© 1970 Krishnamurti Foundation Trust Ltd.
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Looking south near the Diablerets Glacier, Switzerland
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[] continued from pg. 21

A great deal of energy has been given over the years to considering what Krishnaji meant
by “protecting the purity of the teachings”. Obviously he felt that we had a responsibility
to make these available in a whole and undistorted way. But he had much more than that in
mind.

At one point he charged two members of the nucleus group with the special responsibil-
ity of “protecting the teachings”. This role of safeguarding the purity of the teachings was
often discussed by Trustees. From time to time, from 1973 right up until Krishnaji’s death in
1986, suggestions would be made to him about forming a special group for this purpose.
However, it seemed to several of us — and we voiced this to him — that to have three or four
Trustees specially entrusted with this immediately negated the responsibilities of all the
other Trustees, and indeed members of the Committees, Schools or Centres. Surely all of us
should be vitally concerned with that. | think Krishnaji felt this too because, although he
several times put forward the idea when others had brought it up, he never urged its imple-
mentation (even when, during the illness that preceded his death, some pressures were put
on him and the international Trustees to consider this).

In essence then, he always stressed that the role of the Trustees (and also Committees,
etc.) was:
to maintain the purity of the teachings,
to make the teachings really widely accessible,
to convey the perfume of the work and teachings without worship or authority,
to help maintain the Schools and Centres.

Are we anywhere near achieving all this?

Let us look at where we are, fifteen years after Krishnamurti’s death. We have worked
with this man who provided religious language appropriate for the 20th and 215t centuries.
Ranging from the poetic to the meticulously precise, this conveys nuances and insights for
which previously accepted ‘mystical’ language was frequently inadequate. What he referred
to as ‘the teachings’ were never dogma or second-hand transmissions: his concern was
truly with making men and women free. But, let us be honest, he is still not widely known,
popularly or academically. Since his death there has not been an explosion of interest in
the teachings: it sometimes seems to me rather that there is a danger of them gradually
fading. I think the picture is not too bright.

Am |, however, being too negative? First perhaps, without in any way resting on our lau-
rels, we can consider some positive achievements of those of us who do this work. | put
these to you in no particular order of priority or merit, and | may well have omitted some.

The Foundations, with much help from the Committees with translations, have carried

out a thoughtful programme of publishing, endeavouring to produce books that convey the
depth and wide range of the teachings, and always with the thought of accessibility in
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mind. Hence, for example, theme books, special compilations, etc. Also books that
intelligently and sensitively question Krishnamurti’s role in the modern world.

All this has taken place in a rather negative climate. Even before Krishnamurti died,
our two most prominent mainstream English-language publishers in the UK and USA
(Gollancz and Harper) were beginning to drop certain Krishnamurti titles. After his
death this process accelerated. We
found that he was considered old-

fashioned: oh yes, the publishers Are we, despite all our apparent

wanted to keep producing a few forward looking, infected by a
books (those which they found had death wish?

the widest commercial applications)

but they did not want to maintain a

regular programme of Krishnamurti

publications. Neither did most other mainstream publishers whom we approached.
They indicated that they might take one book — but it seemed likely that unless we
slotted Krishnaji firmly into New Age, the Occult, the gimmicky — or even ‘the ethnic’ -
there was not much future for the teachings in book publication and distribution.

As Foundations we knew then that we had to embark upon a serious programme
of self-publishing. | am afraid this has hardly got off the stocks, despite endless
discussions and resolutions about it over several years at international Foundation
meetings.

Fortunately, there is light at the end of the publications tunnel in that gradually
one mainstream publisher, Shambhala, has recently become seriously interested in
publishing Krishnamurti’s books. But there is much to be done in this field if we are to
take up Krishnaji’s challenge of making the teachings not only available but also
widely accessible.

Some would argue, of course, that the process of dissemination could be
approached with far more efficacy by the new technologies than by distributing books.
With this in mind, the enormous task of producing the text collection and making it
available on CD-ROM was carried out at Brockwood. There seems no doubt that in the
business of making the teachings available, not only to individuals but to university
professors and students, to our own editors and to the media, this database has been
and is a great step forward.

We have also produced a detailed and helpful tape index — and the work of
making available more and more of Krishnamurti’s talks and dialogues on videos,
audiocassettes and now CDs goes on with vigour and enthusiasm.

At the core of the responsibilities of the Foundations is the preservation of the

Archives, this most precious asset of Krishnaji’s own voice on tape and image on video
as he gave his talks and dialogues. The Archives also include manuscripts, letters and
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photographs and constant work is necessary to preserve the whole of this archive. For years
now the Foundations have given much energy to the Archives Exchange Programme, with the
aim that each Foundation will have originals or copies of the entire international Archive.

The tapes and videos have been greatly improved digitally and in other ways, but this
is an ongoing and expensive business for which we generally do not have sufficient staff
with the appropriate skills.

As Foundations we are not yet using to anything like its full potential the facilities of
the Internet. Surely this must be a priority: an exciting step here is that the Foundations
jointly are in the process of establishing an international website for the teachings only. If
we can achieve this and keep it constantly changing and alive, perhaps there will be some
explosion of interest in the teachings. (Of course, Foundations also have their individual
websites but | feel that we have been slow off the mark in this.)

A major achievement has been the setting up of the Centre at Brockwood, which,
though planned by Krishnaji, was built and developed after his death. It is unique in its
potential and reach. However, it is rather sad to see that, at present, its facilities are
by no means used to the full.

In all our work, we are desperately short of the most valuable of all resources —the
human one. There are very few people who want to work in a long-term way in the Centre,
the School or the Foundation. We often have
a changing group of young staff who, under-

One wonders what happened to all standably, are experimenting with what they

those people who regularly heard
him speak
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want to do and where they want to be, but
they do not stay long in our organisations.
The staff turnover is high. Why is this? Let us
consider it.

Of the older, dedicated staff there are indeed few. Some of the people in the Foundations,
Schools and Centres, whether Trustees or staff, are becoming noticeably older, and — to our
shame — we have not found successors for key positions. Krishnamurti stressed the need to
do this over twenty years ago to everyone concerned with the work — but here we are, still
wondering what will happen when such and such dies or becomes incapable of continuing
with his or her job.

We have to find out why more people do not wish to work at Brockwood. There is, of
course, the small salary and lack of financial security for the future — something that
existed in Krishnamurti’s day but did not then prevent people from wanting to work here.
(His presence was, we know, an enormous bonus: also the staff then had, through that, a
sense of care that, apparently, they do not now feel.)

And, coming back to my earlier point, what has happened to the nucleus group? Sadly,
of the original fourteen only a very few now remain at Brockwood. There were good reasons
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Early conference tent at Saanen, Switzerland, designed by Buckminster Fuller (photo by Saanen Gatherings)

why some of them left — but all members of this group say that they remain devoted to

the teachings. Some are doing work away from Brockwood which they feel is significant to
the spreading of the teachings — but they do not feel able to come back and work here on
a regular basis. This is true not only of them but of many others. Even our former students,
despite their often glowing appreciations of the School, rarely support Brockwood finan-
cially as their incomes increase, and very few indeed come back to work here.

Are we — | wonder — as Foundations putting too much emphasis on what goes on at
Brockwood, to the exclusion of other work that should be done? Brockwood Park, as
Krishnaji so often said, is a place of great physical and spiritual beauty. We have poured
our love, our energy and our resources into it for over thirty years, and doubtless we
shall continue to do so.

However, long before we had any school or centre in Europe (and the administrative
Krishnamurti work was being carried out from a small spare bedroom in my and my hus-
band’s modest London home) there was a real flowering of the work. | am speaking of
the early and mid-1960s: Krishnaji was speaking every year to large and enthusiastic audi-
ences of all ages and from all walks of life in Saanen. We had no building anywhere: no
structure other than the tent which, once it had been used for the Talks, was dismantled
and removed, leaving only the empty meadow and the mountains ... But what vitality was
there! At the same time Krishnaji was giving Talks regularly in many capital cities of Europe
- London, Paris, Rome, Amsterdam — to large and varied audiences. (Even just four years
before he died, he gave public meetings in London at the then newly opened Barbican
Centre, in June 1982. Despite the fact that the Barbican was then quite difficult to find, the
large hall was packed and there were overflow meetings in its cinemas and foyers. It cer-
tainly seemed that his talks were received with enormous appreciation and seriousness,
and that many felt their deep relevance to life in the late 20th century.)
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One wonders what happened to all those people who regularly heard him speak, and
why so few of them, comparatively, since his death have retained vital and ongoing contact
with Brockwood.

Could it be that, as Trustees, we need to give far, far more energy than we have been to
—say —the nine or ten million people who live in London? And also, of course, to those who
live in Paris, Amsterdam, Rome, Athens, Madrid — and indeed everywhere else.

There are people in this room who are working very hard to build up groups in London.
Do we, as Foundations, Schools, Centres and Committees offer them enough support? If
people will not come to Brockwood, perhaps — forgive the metaphor — the Mountain should
go to Mahomet!

Are we too enclosed? Are we in fact, despite all our apparent forward looking, infected
by a death wish? | ask this question quite seriously. Are we only capable of considering the
Krishnamurti work in the forms we have always known? Do we cling to these and refuse to
open up to the new?

That, of course, is the path of death. Are we in this work in danger of becoming dino-
saurs on our way to extinction?

Whatever he might have said about the importance of the Foundations, Schools and
Centres, he would be questioning, questioning and questioning what we are all doing now.

He spoke of Brockwood lasting a thousand years, but we all know that to him nothing
was ever set in concrete. If he were to come back today, | wonder how he would view what
we are doing —and more importantly what we are not doing.

| think he would find some things that offer encouragement to the work, but | wonder if
he would feel that we really are working together with one mind in all this? Or would he see
fear, strife, fragmentation, petty bureaucracy and clinging to the past with all the staleness
and futility that that implies?

Each one of us can search our hearts and ask what we are doing, both individually
and collectively for the work. Let us admit our shortcomings: can we together move
towards something that is truly new, vital and reflective of the quality of the teachings?

Krishnaji once said: “Allegiance to anything is the beginning of corruption”. | am taking
this out of context, which | know can be unrepresentative and negative. So | will counter-
balance this by sharing with you something from Krishnaji of a positive, even a revelatory,
nature. Some of you have heard it before, but | make no apologies for repeating it.

There is a danger in quoting Krishnamurti’s comments on almost anything without also

listening to what he might have said on the same subject on another occasion. | asked a
question during his last illness, and it brought about a reply (published in Mary Lutyens’
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The Open Door) that has been considered negative by some who have read it. But | put a
similar question to him towards the end of the 1970s when his response was different: |
think that both his answers should be known and considered.

He was then holding in Ojai a series of discussions with international Trustees. As well
as exploring aspects of the teachings with us he spoke about how the work would be car-
ried on after his death. | was with him after one of these discussions and ‘out of the blue’
found myself asking: “When Krishnamurti dies, what happens to all the energy and under-
standing that is K? Does it continue in some way — does it go on through all of us (meaning
everyone who was concerned with the teachings)?” His reply was clear and uncompromis-
ing. He grasped my hand and said with that intensity that characterised his most serious
moments, “Yes, of course — so long as you make the right foundation.”

So he talked of making the right foundations — of living the teachings. We come back to
this again and again. It is easy to say, but not easy to do. During Krishnaji’s centenary year,
Pupul Jayakar said in a talk: “The understanding of the teachings demands muscle and
tone and an extension of the horizons of the mind. It is a tough, relentless pursuit ...”.

But this surely is the true and constant challenge for us all. Can we rise to it?
Mary Cadogan, August 2001
P.S. Since giving this talk, | am happy to say that | have received an encouragingly positive

response to it from many people — and, most particularly, from some of those who are
working at Brockwood and in KLI.

Dr. Kathleen Kesson, a curriculum theorist and teacher educator from
Goddard College and the University of Vermont in the USA, has worked with
the Brockwood staff over a period of three years on issues of curriculum
and instruction.

IN EARLY SEPTEMBER, | BEGAN writing a Americans paralyzed with an unfamiliar
short article for this issue of The Link to range of collective emotions: shock, grief,
share some thoughts about the work that | fear, and in many cases, rage. Like so

have been involved in with the Brockwood many of my fellow citizens, | found it diffi-
teaching staff. Then came September 11, cult to carry on with my normal activities,
with its tragic events that left so many in a world that suddenly seemed no longer
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normal. Now, in early October, our country
is at war, much of the world is involved

in the effort, and this small planet has
once again entered a phase of conflict
fraught with uncertainty and peril. Given
the circumstances, | felt compelled to
reframe my contribution in light of the
current situation.

Like all Americans, | struggle to make
meaning of these events and their impli-
cations for our future. As a citizen of the
world, | am pained by the specters of
religious dogmatism and the cultural and
economic imperialism that lie at the root
of interrelated global conflicts. As a human
being, | grieve for the suffering of inno-
cents on all sides of the conflict. As an
intellectual, | am dismayed, but perhaps
not surprised at the angry nationalism that
seems to have usurped possibilities for a
critical, focused, national dialogue about
the root causes of this violent conflict. As
a peace activist | am disappointed at the
reluctance of most citizens to seriously
consider non-violent solutions. As an edu-
cator | find myself thinking about what it
is we can do in our work with students
to heal a world so engulfed in violence,
hatred, and dogma. And as a seeker of
wisdom, | find myself turning to wiser
teachers than | for guidance, inspiration,
and support.

Often when | seek this sort of spiritual
sustenance, | allow my hand to roam the
bookshelves, as if some hidden intelli-
gence might move me to the words | need.
Who knows what to call this process: the
unconscious mind at work, divine guid-
ance, synchronicity, or serendipity? This
time, the invisible string seemed to be
attached to Krishnamurti’s Education
and the Significance of Life, and not sur-
prisingly, | was immediately drawn to
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Chapter IV, Education and World Peace.
As | hoped, the words in this little book
helped me gain some clarity, reinforced
my personal perspective on the current
global situation, and renewed my sense
of the importance of right education to
the creation of a world free from conflict
and destruction.

In this chapter, K speaks to the need
for us to try and understand current con-
flicts clearly, unhindered by any sort of
conditioning: “One must look at all these
expressions of violence and antagonism
with an unprejudiced mind, that is, with a
mind that does not identify itself with any
country, race or ideology, but tries to find
out what is true” (p. 72). He critiques reli-
gious dogmatism as he critiques blind
patriotism, when he notes that “organized
religions, with their temporal and spiritual
authority, are equally incapable of bringing
peace to man [sic], for they also are the
outcomes of our ignorance and fear, of our
make-believe and egotism” (p. 74). Also in
this chapter he speaks of the importance
of “educators who understand the ways of
integration”; that is, the development of
emotionally healthy and affectionate indi-
viduals who are free of inner conflict, for
“it is the inward strife which, projected
outwardly, becomes the world conflict”

(p. 79). | thought about the points raised
in this chapter in relation to the learning
goals for Brockwood students that we col-
laboratively developed during one of our
early staff development sessions, and was
pleased to notice that many of these
spoke directly to what K had to say in this
chapter.

The first goal we came up with
together, and perhaps the least “contro-
versial” of all of them was the goal of free-
dom from conditioning (social, cultural,



intellectual, etc.). This one clearly res-
onates with K’s insistence that conditioned
responses such as those embodied in
authority, belief, and nationalism, are
hindrances to genuine understanding.
Related to this goal is having the ability

to think clearly. Clear thinking is only
possible when we have become aware of
the things that normally cloud our thinking
—our conditioned responses. In addition
to these two goals, which are really
“habits of mind,” are two learning goals
that seem to me to be crucial in the devel-
opment of human beings capable of lead-
ing the world away from conflict and war:
global outlook and multicultural aware-
ness and having a sense of responsibility
and care towards the world. Imagine how
different the world might be if all children,
everywhere, were educated to have a deep

understanding of and appreciation for peo-

ple of cultures (and religions) different
than their own, and could see beneath

the surface differences to our common
humanity. Imagine how different things
might be if all children were taught to view
themselves as citizens of an interrelated
and interconnected world. We might not
now be facing the crisis we are facing.

Related to these learning goals, the
broad goal of teaching appreciation for
nature (which includes sensitivity to land-
scape, awareness of the impacts of con-
sumerism, stewardship and wise use of
resources, health and well being, aesthetic
response to the natural world) seems
essential to creating a sustainable global
future, in which resources are used wisely
and fairly. The roots of many current con-
flicts lie in poverty, resource depletion,
overpopulation, and the inequitable distri-
bution of the world’s resources. Our stu-
dents of today, the world citizens of tomor-
row, are going to have to grapple with

these problems. They deserve an education
that prepares them for such committed
global citizenship.

Many of the goals we generated dealt
with self-development, or as K terms it,
personal “integration.” Brockwood teach-
ers understand that we will not have a
peaceful world unless and until individu-
als are free of inner conflict. Staff empha-

Imagine if all children could see our
common humanity

sized the integrated development of body
(sensitivity), emotions (love) and mind
(intelligence) and the understanding of
oneself (healthy personality development
without egoic enslavement). We all agreed
that social and interpersonal awareness/
skill was important in this cluster of per-
sonal development goals. Other related
learning goals dealt with the habits of
mind that are central to becoming a
passionate learner (which we all agreed
was desirable). These included: the
willingness to tackle and solve problems,
attention to quality work (doing things
“well”), intrinsic motivation (to learn, to
act, to respond), capacity for self-directed
inquiry, and the willingness to reflect
(metacognition). One that seemed quite
important, and also quite elusive, is
understanding of the place and limitations
of knowledge. This last one sparked many
fruitful pedagogical discussions!

As you might imagine, we spent a lot
of time articulating these Brockwood
“learning goals,” a task that was not as
simple as it might seem on the surface.
Conventional teachers in state schools are
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expected as a matter of course to identify
learning goals (although increasingly, oth-
ers — “experts” — do it for them). But in a K
school, even the act of identifying a goal
becomes problematic. If a teacher is com-
pletely open to a student and his or her
unique patterns of learning and develop-
ment, how can one think of imposing one’s
own goals on that student? Isn’t indepen-
dence of thought and self-direction essen-
tial to the K schooling process? Aren’t
externally imposed goals contrary to this?
How can one meet a student, free of pre-
conceptions, in a relationship of authenti-
city, if one already has in mind what that
student should learn? We faced here one
among many paradoxes! On the one hand,
if we proceed without planning or direc-
tion, teaching and learning is like a rud-
derless ship, tossed to and fro by waves,
and headed nowhere in particular. On the
other hand, over-planning can inhibit the
natural development and inclinations of
our students, and preclude creativity and
spontaneity in teaching. Although we
ended this exercise with varying degrees
of consensus, there was general agree-

We cannot present “life” to students
in pre-packaged, isolated fragments

ment that the staff did share some values,
and it is upon these values that Brock-
wood has been founded. It then seemed
to make sense to articulate these values
in the form of learning goals, with the
understanding that all “goals” must be
flexible goals, and amenable to differences
in time, place, and special circumstances.
And so, after much debate, we had a
“map” by which to proceed in our work

on the curriculum.
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But having a map is no guarantee that
one can have a successful journey. One
also needs a vehicle of some sort to carry
one about. In a school, the curriculum is
the vehicle by which the journey is under-
taken. At Brockwood, some of the curricu-
lum takes the form of the highly structured
exam courses. In these, there is relatively
little room for creative teaching or stu-
dent-generated projects. Students need to
learn a body of predetermined content, the
mastery of which leads to the successful
completion of the exams. Given these limi-
tations, we chose to focus our attention
on those aspects of the curriculum that
offered the most opportunity for experi-
mentation. These included short orienta-
tion courses for the beginning of term,
integrated courses for the younger stu-
dents, “Brockwood courses”, and school-
wide themes. Although we attended to a
number of related issues, including multi-
level instruction (how to successfully
teach students of varying skill levels in the
same class), learning theory and multiple
intelligences, and authentic assessment,
| will focus here on just one of the key top-
ics that seems most closely related to the
education of “good global citizens.” This
topic goes by many names: integrated
curriculum, transdisciplinary curriculum,
interdisciplinary teaching, or thematic
learning. Whatever we choose to call it,
and there are subtle differences between
all of these labels, the intent is to reduce
the fragmentation and reductionism of the
“separate subjects curriculum,” in which
students learn bits and pieces of informa-
tion that are not connected to any mean-
ingful context or to their life experience.
If, as Krishnamurti says, one of the most
important functions of education is to
bring about individuals who are capable
of “dealing with life as a whole,” then
we cannot continue to present “life” to



our students in pre-packaged, isolated
fragments.

Integrated teaching and learning
allows a group of students and teachers
to develop inquiries about the questions
and problems that most concern them.
Many of the important issues we face in
this rapidly changing world cannot be
approached successfully through the lens
of a single academic discipline. Global
warming, for example, is an issue of great
concern to many young people. In order to
grasp the scope of this problem, one must
have information from a variety of disci-

plines: meteorology (about climate and cli-

mate change), geology (magma processes
and glacier fluctuations), chemistry (the
role of CO2 in the atmosphere), and
botany (for plant growth data). This is just
a short list of the scientific knowledge
base necessary to begin to understand
this multifaceted problem. One must also
understand the nature of scientific inquiry
and develop the capacity to assess com-
peting scientific analyses. But global
warming is not just a scientific problem. In
order to really come to terms with the
issue, a student will need to understand
the economics of a global system that
prioritizes profit over human health and
security, the politics of the relationships
between developed/developing worlds,
the use and misuse of technology, and the
impact of their own individual consump-
tion habits. They need to connect the
global issue with their personal lives if
they are to become interested in taking
responsibility for the state of the world.

When students study a significant
problem in depth, from an integrated per-
spective, they learn that they can become
problem-solvers and make a genuine con-
tribution to the world. When students have
the opportunity to learn about issues of
personal significance, they often develop
lifelong interests that can lead either to
meaningful careers or to passionate voca-
tions. When they have the opportunity to
explore their topics through multiple
approaches (such as literature, scientific
investigation, visual arts or music), they
learn that their unique talents and contri-
butions are of value to the whole. When
their work is assessed in ways that are
fair, unbiased, and objective, that are
connected to meaningful activity, and that
point the way toward further growth and
development, they learn to take responsi-
bility for evaluating their own work and
directing their own activities. All of these
things are aspects of integrated teaching
and learning.

In these and other ways, the initiatives
we have launched at Brockwood support
the education of “global citizens” capable
of thinking and acting out of a moral sen-
sibility, above the reach of dogma, super-
stition, vengeance, and self-centeredness.
This, after all, is our only hope for a liv-
able future: that the children of today will
become the peacemakers of tomorrow, the
stewards of the earth’s beauty and bounty,
the loving and compassionate human
beings who understand the intimate con-
nections between the state of their own
minds and the state of the world.

Kathleen Kesson, October 2001
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The following article was extracted from a talk given by the author at the
Annual Gathering of the Krishnamurti Foundation of America in Ojai on

6t May 2000. The talk was entitled Preserving the Teachings: The Historical
Importance of Krishnamurti. We reproduce this extract as part of the on-
going dialogue on the value (or otherwise) of placing K in the academic
environment, opinions concerning which have been printed in The Link at
various times in the past. S. Lloyd Williams attended his first K talks in 1966,
and from 1993 to 2001 he served as editor of the KFA project to publish the
complete early works of K. He was a professor of psychology in America
from 1984 until 2001. He now lives in Stuttgart, Germany.

ALL OUR EFFORTS TO ROUND up and
carefully preserve Krishnamurti’s record
will be for naught if his teaching does

not establish a real place in the world’s
intellectual tradition, especially in univer-
sities, which have long been, like their
monastic forebears, the repositories of
the world’s important ideas, the places
more than anywhere else that bring these
ideas before each new generation. | can
confidently predict that in five hundred
years students of philosophy will read
Plato, just as students have done for the
last five hundred years and more (whether
they like it or not!). Why? First, of course,
because Plato inquired deeply and origi-
nally into fundamental questions. Second,
and equally or perhaps even more impor-
tant, because academics appreciate

the value of Plato. Why not Krishnamurti
too? Why should his work not be dis-
cussed in standard textbooks of psychol-
ogy, philosophy, and religion? Krishna-
murti also inquired deeply and originally
into fundamental questions, and his work
merits enduring visibility in higher educa-
tion.
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A big advantage of academic interest
is that scholars take obsessive care in
keeping the texts of valued works accu-
rate. They will always translate Plato into
modern languages based on the most orig-
inal source documents and most current
research data available, all carefully pre-
served. The texts of Plato’s works five hun-
dred years from now could well be more
authentic and more accurate than they are
today because of new research findings.
And students will read those texts verba-
tim. Even the most obfuscating professor
will require students to read Plato’s own
words directly, so the students can and
will gain their own understanding of Plato
(whether the professor likes it or not!).

All of the preceding marvellous pre-
servation and dissemination occurs only
because academics have a deep interest
in Plato, which they do not have in Krish-
namurti. This lack of interest raises grave
concerns about whether Krishnamurti’s
teachings will survive. Academic disinter-
est in K is especially sad given that uni-
versity students tend to be among the



brightest and most idealistic young peo-
ple, searching earnestly and with youthful
energy for meaning in life. But they are
unlikely in their studies ever to hear of
Krishnamurti. Of course Krishnamurti’s
own personal and intellectual style was
entirely different from the scholarly acade-
mic approach. His brother Nitya was the
sharp scholar, whereas Krishnamurti was
the mystic visionary who seemed to lack
interest in, and aptitude for, the academic.
He proved in spades that intelligence and
intellectual depth can be quite different
from mere scholarly adroitness. But we
neglect the academy at his legacy’s peril.

Raymond Martin (1998, The Link No.
15) has examined academic disinterest
in Krishnamurti, and | find his analysis
generally persuasive. | will summarize
and embellish it here if | may. A problem
for Krishnamurti in the academy is that
his philosophical position discouraged
theories, ideas, and analytical reasoning,
in preference for meditating to achieve a
revolution in consciousness now. Aca-
demics make and analyse theories, and
evaluate theories with reasoning and
evidence, but Krishnamurti discouraged
theorizing and analysis in preference to
meditation. Analysis is to meditation as
oil is to water, and academics will not
start meditating as a mode of academic
inquiry.

But, Martin (1998) continued, Krishna-
murti was not only meditative. He clearly
offered theories expressed as ideas, for
example, “the observer is the observed”
and “thought breeds fear.” He did not ar-
gue for his theories because he wanted
people to see for themselves. But the
points of his teachings could be presented
in a more academically palatable way.
Martin (1998) gives the example of 19th-

century philosopher David Hume’s analysis
of the illusion of self-permanence, which

is similar to Krishnamurti’s views. So it is
possible to give Krishnamurti an academic
presentation, and unless many academics
do work his ideas into theories and eval-
uate them in the usual academic way,
“Krishnamurti will never be accepted at
the university” (Martin, 1998, p. 33).

Not everyone is in sympathy with the
academic approach to Krishnamurti. After
Martin’s comments on the academy were
published in The Link, its Education Sec-
tion editor (1999, The Link No. 16) noted
the “vehemence of the anti-intellectual
invective” (p. 39) in letters replying to
Martin’s points. But | must agree with the
editor’s (1999) further comment, “For me,
one of the great things about Krishna-
murti’s teachings is that they encompass
all human processes, including logic and
the intellect, and that his insights appear,
at least to me, to satisfy all tests, includ-

There are concerns about whether
K’s teachings will survive

ing those” (p. 39). The anti-academic, anti-
intellectual view is unfortunate because in
this post-Krishnamurti period there is
good reason to encourage all kinds of dia-
logue and discussion of his work, includ-
ing his ideas as ideas, at the level of intel-
lectual discussion and at other levels.

The word is not the thing, and the idea
is not the reality. Perhaps there is a funda-
mental reality beyond the measure of time
and thought, beyond the formulations of
words and ideas and theories, something
sacred. But that does not mean we cannot
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use words, or that we cannot exchange
ideas as ideas, even while recognizing
their limitations. Krishnamurti himself
used words and expressed ideas, and it
seems to me that keeping his work alive
in human consciousness means, a